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“Contribute to the needs of the holy ones, exercise hospitality.”  
Romans 12:13 

 
Every once and awhile a television commercial catches your attention and sometimes even tugs 
at your heartstrings. Recently, I spotted one such advertisement. The premise behind this 
television spot shows a little boy missing his father who has been deployed overseas. With his 
youthful optimism, he attempts to send his dad letters by throwing them over the fence in the 
form of a fleet of paper airplanes hoping that these notes will travel from his backyard all the 
way to his father’s military base. An elderly next-door neighbor finds these paper airplanes and 
decides to package them up in a box and send them to the boy’s father. When the neighbor 
receives a delivery from overseas, he opens it up and sees that the solider has returned the 
gesture and has written a reply to each of his son’s letters. The neighbor notes the father’s letter 
are also formed as paper airplanes and decides to propel them back over the fence for the son to 
read. The smile of wonder on the boy’s face says it all. And the message of this commercial 
reminds us that the simplest acts of love and kindness have a way of uniting our human race.  
 
As a community who is united by the Light of Christ, SFdS is attentive to creating a welcoming 
and hospitable culture for the “holy ones” – our students and their families - within our school 
home. On the final day of September, our parish center served as the residence to two festive 
events which celebrated the unique spirit that lives within our charming little schoolhouse. The 
first event, our annual Reading & Math Carnival, recognized the efforts of our students for 
completing their assigned “summer work”. This year, the carnival offered a Harry Potter theme 
complete with Squash Bowling, a Broom and Ball Relay, Quidditch, Face Painting, Excavating 
for “Flobberworms” and a visit from the magical creatures from the Salisbury Zoo. And while the 
creative activity stations were incredible, the best part of this event was that it was arranged as a 
fitting occasion for our Prayer Partners to spend some special time together. It is always heart-
warming to watch our older students serve as caring mentors to their younger friends. The 
mentor program at St. Francis is such a blessed and unique component to our school.  
 
And although most schools may have thought that an afternoon carnival event would be enough 
festivity for one day, PENGUIN NATION exceeds the bar for communal celebrations. As such, 
once the carnival concluded, the SFdS indoor gathering space became home to the first ever 
Penguin Family & Fellowship Cookout. This wonderful event included an oversized bounce 
house, great music, delicious food and tasty drinks that were all generously provided to our 
school families by the H.S.A. and thoughtfully prepared by our Knights of Columbus grille 
masters Jerry Raimo and Charles Doherty. Watching both new and long term families find 
simple joy in being together, eating, drinking, conversing and laughing; served as convincing 
evidence that sometimes the simplest acts of love and kindness have a way of uniting a 
community. 
 
What a day! We are so very blessed! 
 

PENGUIN PRIDE Lives Here! 
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